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[1] FIRST MISSION OF THE JESUITS
IN CANADA.* *

Letter from Father Pierre Biard,” to the Very Rev-
erend Father Claude Aquaviva,”® General
of the Society of Jesus, Rome.

(Zranslated from the Latin original, preserved in the
Archives of [esus, at Rome.)

DiEpPPE, January 21st, 1611.%
Y VERY REVEREND FATHER,
M The peace of Christ be with you.

Would that I could recount how great and
numerous have been the mercies of God, the fruits of
his blessing and of our prayers in this our little enter-
prise; that is to say, how [2] we have emerged from

* We shall add to the letters of our first missionaries to Canada a
fragment of a memoir entitled: Records of New France, from the
year 1607 to the year 1737.—Of the Island of Martinigue from
the year 1678.— Of the Island of Cayenne from the year 1668.

The translation of chapter II. of this manuscript, preserved in
our archives at Rome, will give a collection of facts about New
[2] France, which are not found in the letters we publish.

Among the gentlemen who offered themselves to Henry the Great,
of happy memory, to undertake the colonization of New France,
was sieur de Potrincourt. The king granted him all that he
asked, but at the same time gave him to understand that he must
take with him some religious persons from our Society for the pur-
pose of securing, according to his orders, the salvation of the
savages; furthermore, that the expense of this mission would in
no respect devolve upon him, but would be provided for from the
royal Treasury.



